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Commonwealth the clergyman who could
once obtain a living and keep on good terms
with his parishioners, was under no higher
control. In practice, even if not in principle,
he was an Independent. The Law Courts
protected his freehold and enforced the
payment of his tithes ; jbhe one thing that
was not done was to compel attendance at
his church and to give him the monopoly
of preaching in his parish. The strange and
not exaggerated stories that we read of the
religion of the time belong to the private
adventurers who formed congregations where
the doctrine of the parish church disagreed
with their own ; such eccentrics were rare
among the legal occupants of the benefices.
Among these were a considerable number
of strict Anglicans, several of whom, such as
Bull and Lake, afterwards became bishops.
The Triers were only concerned with the
piety, blameless life and competent knowledge
of candidates, and the county committee
made no difficulty in admitting them to
benefices if they could obtain a presentation.
They would, in fact, have had their remedy
at law if they had been rejected. The only
limitation imposed was that they might not
read the service from the Prayer Book.
As part of the policy of suppressing " Popery